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Inquiry Theatre at the Studio @ 620
Dr. Charles Vanover & Bob Devin Jones

Inquiry Theatre

The Studio @ 620

Inquiry Theatre is a form of ethnodrama
(Vanover, in press) that uses verbatim
interview texts to communicate everyday life
with passion. Every word in the script is
spoken in the order it was voiced, as a
playwright my role is cut out all that is not
essential and find a core story that will come
alive for the audience.
Performances are staged simply. Audience
members usually read and discuss a selection
of the texts that make up the script in small
groups and as a whole. Dialogue commits
audience members to the events evoked in the
script and builds anticipation as the actors
take their places and the full story is
performed. After the show ends, dialogue
continues as a planned part of the
performance event.
No claims are made on the basis of the
evidence presented during Inquiry Theatre.
No judgments are rendered. No questions are
answered beyond those that can be brought to
light by referring to the text.
The
performances are intended to help audience
members ask really good questions. In fields
such as education that have many programs
and competing perspectives, Inquiry Theatre
offers
researchers,
professionals,
and
community members the opportunity to take
time and listen and then to engage with others
who have heard the same stories, but
understand them from different points of
view.
Excerpt from
“They are Only Going to Steal your Cars”
INTERVIEWER: Where was your old school?
OHIO: In the Eastside. Lake Specialty School: 4th
through 8th grade. Very abusive environment. Huh,
no, it’s a mentally abusive environment. I have lots
of stories. It’s one of those schools where, if your
heart is not in it, your kids are going to feel it. And,
then, she gets awesome teachers, but our principal
knows how to make them go away! Like I did. I
stayed there for two years and, it was like—You
have to believe in your kids. [I] have to believe.
But, if you don’t believe, and if you tell your
teachers
“Don’t worry about it, because they are only going
to steal your cars.”
Then.
Pause;
And, I remember, I remember everything.

The Studio is one of Saint Petersburg’s premier
community arts spaces. Under the artistic
direction of Bob Devin Jones and a staff of
professionals and volunteers, our programming
brings all sectors of the community together.
The Studio transforms itself frequently, serving
as art gallery, movie theatre, dance studio,
concert venue, performance stage, meeting hall,
and dinner club, sometimes serving in multiple
roles in the same day. One word describes our
approach to selecting projects and working with
the Saint Petersburg Arts Community and that
words is

YES!
The Studio is a place where all are welcome and
many different visions come to life.
The first Inquiry Theatre show directed by Bob
Devin Jones was put up on January 27th, 2014
and then played at the USFSP student center in
April. The Studio will put on Dr. Charles
Vanover’s new ethnodrama, Listening to the
Silences: Stories of a Teacher’s First Year, March
28th and 29th. We are working to raise grant
funding to create an immersive, public theatre
style production of his play Goodbye to All That!
for the Studio’s 2015-2016 season.
Excerpt from
“Listening to the Silences:
Stories of A Teacher’s First Year”

La’Kesha O’Neal in “They are Only Going to Steal Your Cars”

INDIANA: But there is one kid who I think his is—just
my opinion—I’m not sure—I could be totally off—he’s
just a fabulous writer. He can just write for days. And
I—I just got so excited by his writing. His mechanics
were not great. His spelling is just alright, but his
thoughts and critical thinking and just the connections
he makes when he’s writing to his reading is just
phenomenal. I just really had a feeling he might not
have had success in other areas. So, I’m really
always praised about his writing and, you know, I
would write back to him in his journal and just tell
him, ‘This is fabulous. This is brilliant.’
And I—just I—I think it made a difference to him and
just his—his—his esteem a little bit. I know that he
really fed off it because he would really write more.
And by the end of the year I only required them to
write a reading response journal back to me once a
week, but he was writing everyday. I mean he would
read and then he would have something to writing
about everyday. So, that made me happy. It’s those
little things that you just really got to celebrate
sometimes.

